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“What s s
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Phvsician Azsistams are skilled members of
the health care feam who provide a broad
range of medical services, in both primary care
ard speciality areas, under the supervision of
licensed phyvsicians, The Physician Assistan
profession was founded in 1965 at Duke
University in Morth Caraling. By 1975, there
were approximately 1500 practicing Physician
Assistanis, Today there are over 32,000 PAs
working in the United States. There are over
1 accredited Physician Assistant training
PIOErams aCcrss the country.
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e Scope of practice of Physician
Assistanis is determined by their supsrvising
physician and state legislation including:

= Obtaining medical histories
= Performing physical examinations

* Oedening of performing diagnostic tests
and omaining laboratory resulis
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* Prescriptive privileges for all legend
dregs and controlled sub2iances 1i-V

®  Assisting in Surgery
* Administering cmergency care

The physician does not need o be
physically present when the PA provides
these and oiher services, but the PA always
works with the supervision of the physician,
who maintains the overall responsibility (or
the patient's care,

Plivsician Aszigants function ma wede
variery of health care environments;

* Private Cfices

* Hoszpitals

& Nursing Homes

¢ Health Maimenance Organizations
* Urbans/Rural Saellite Clinkes

= [Induserial Clinics

* Comectional Institutbons

= Vageran s adminisiration & Milicary Factlities

Physickan Assistants, working with physi-
cians. providing a better diswribution of health
care services, and IMPIOVE e 00888 10 Uhose
services, especially in rural and medically
11|'|1.1E'l'. served areas, Patient WAL T are
reduced, and they have more time for ques-
tiens, counseling and educanon, This helps o
increase the level of patient understanding and
comgpliance, which in furm reduces the cost of
health cane.

Kesearch has demonsirated the high levels
al patient acceptance, the excellence of care
administened, and the cost effectiveness of P4
utklleanon.
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Laws and regulations define the Physician
Asgistant, establish registrration and competen-
o iequirements. a5 well as the responsibilities
of their supervising physteian. In Hlineds,
licenses are obrained hrough the Deparment
of Professional Begulanion

Pavmmsent for geevices eendensd by a PA shall
b made o hig or her emplover of the payor
wirilld have made pavment bad the services
been provided by a Heensed phavsieian. A
physician can supervise op o 2 PAs providing
quealiny healthears
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All Physician Assistant studenis have prior
college education and some previcus health
care experience. PA Programs average 2.
manths in length with both broad classroom
training and simeciured clincal rotalons,
imcluding: Surgery, Pediamics, Obstetrics)
Gynecology, Psychiatry, Family Medicine,
Intermal Medicine, and Emergency Medicine.

A certificate and/for academic degree is
awarded upon graduation. PA pregrams are
aceredited by the Commities on Allled Health
Education and Accreditation (CAHEA)

After graduation, PAs take the centifying
examinalion of the National Comunission on
Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA).
Adver passing e exam, teir title is PAC. T
pbtain a license in Minois, a PA must have
prazaed this exarm and be cerlified. PAs ane
pecfuidnesd o baver 100 howrs of Continaing
Mesical Educition (CME) every 2 years Lo
piaiitalin this centificatien 42 well as Lake a
recertifying exam every six vears, No other
Allied Healih Professional has these iypes of
reguirements of continwing education/
recertificatbon.



